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Ministers Report for Annual Parish Meeting 2015 

2014 in reflection 

 

Paul writes in his opening address to the church in Philippi:  

 

“
3
I thank my God every time I remember you, 

4
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 

of you, 
5
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 

6
I am confident of this, that the 

one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phi 1:3-6) 

 

This prayer reflects a similar sentiment for the relationship between the Rector and the members of St 

Mark’s. Praying for God’s good work to continue, all the more, in all the members is of the utmost 

importance. And yet, prayer for the community around us is just as vitally important. Particularly as we seek 

to connect to the community, and God-willing for our friends, neighbours, work colleagues, and family 

members to connect to God.  

 

Last September we launched the over-arching vision – “local church connecting to local community”. This 

vision is multi-faceted. On the personal level, in means that each of us is prayerfully endeavouring to be a 

light to those around us. On the social level, it means inviting others to events, and sharing lives, both ours 

and theirs, as we seek to be that light. On the organisational level, it means building strong relationships 

with the various societies, clubs and groups such as the R.S.L, Connells Point Public School, our very own St 

Mark’s Preschool, Mary Andrews Village, the Bay, St Bede’s & Cheddar St nursing homes, just to name a few! 

On the cultural level, it means engaging in multi-cultural (and multi-generational) outreach, through new 

endeavours like E.S.L (English as a Second Language) classes, and Story Time, and through utilizing existing 

events (like the art show, fete, and Christmas services). 

 

One small example is the family that were connected to St Mark’s through the ongoing work of Scripture 

teaching at Connells Point Public School (C.P.P.S). This family came to the Carols by Candlelight for C.P.P.S 

held in our own church hall. Then, they came to our Christmas Eve family service. God-willing, through the 

building of relationships with this family they will be connected to St Mark’s, and helped in the spiritual 

journey. 

 

Upon reflection, there is so much to thank God for in our parish. Thanks be to God for the joy of new life, in 

the many baptisms held throughout the year. And yet, thanks also for the joy, mixed with grief, of seeing a 

number of saints return home to be with our Lord Jesus Christ. A number of members underwent various 

operations and procedures, and by the grace of God their health has been restored. The fragile nature of our 

existence points for to the glorious physical resurrection which we await, and humbles us before our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the giver of life. 

 

2015 Looking forward 
 

The future for St Mark’s is exciting. God is good, prayers have already been answered, as we seek to build up 

the saints, and reach the community for Christ. One essential key factor has been the ministry staff that have 

joined our Parish. Alison Collins has hit the ground running – leading Sunday Club, starting Friday Club, taking 

on an extra class in Scripture at Connells Point Public School, preparing for special Easter talks at St Mark’s 

Pre-school, as well as helping out with Story Time on Tuesdays. Steve and Liz Walker, our student ministry 

couple, have started building relationships with church members through Sunday lunches, as well as helping 
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out on Friday afternoons with Friday Club. We have accelerated our engagement in ministry to families, 

children, the preschool and the school community, in just one term. 

 

Having said this, there is further ministry opportunities being developed or yet to be developed. The start of 

E.S.L (English as a second language) classes is a wonderful initiative that seeks to cross the cultural barrier of 

language and engage in those who struggle with English. Plans are underway to start a weekly Sunday 

afternoon service at Mary Andrew’s Village, as well as seeking to connect to the local high school, Blakehurst 

High, as we now have church family members who are attending there.  

 

On a different front, the connection with the Diocese has been strengthened through the connections with 

Diocesan Organisations – it has been great to hear from the various ministries of Anglicare, Anglican 

Retirement Villages, Anglican Chaplaincy in Hospitals through the guest preachers that we had in February. 

Further, St Mark’s being a venue for Safe Ministry Training in March, as well as the venue for the St George 

Regional Council later in the year (with a guest presentation by the rector), means that our partnership with 

various diocesan organisations is going from strength to strength. 

 

Finally, the overarching goal of 2015 will be putting the church vision – “local church connecting to local 

community” into action. This will be achieved through a number of events throughout the year – including 

the 100 year anniversary of Anzac Day, as well as through the various ministries of the church, but most 

importantly it is through every member of St Mark’s being involved, and taking action. What action should 

we take? The action taken is three-fold – Pray. Connect. Extend. First, pray is vital. None of our activities or 

endeavours will succeed without God working in and through us and them. Second, connect – both on the 

relational and event levels. We need to connect with those around us, whether it be friends, neighbours, 

family members, work colleagues or even a chance encounter walking down the street. Third, extend the 

invitation. Invite people to church, to Bible Study, to Easter services, to the Anzac Service, to E.S.L, to Story 

Time, to name a few. There are so many opportunities, and often it is the simple invitation that is the next 

step on the spiritual path. 

 

Finally, it is often said of our society that we are time-poor and asset-rich. By the grace of God, we know that 

God has given us every second of time on this earth and God has given us wonderful gifts – like a peaceful 

country, financial prosperity, and social stability. Furthermore, it is our privilege to use the gifts of time and 

assets in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ, motivated by the wonderful grace that he has shown us. So 

thank you for those many members who have invested so many hours into serving Jesus, as well as so many 

gifts, spiritual, pastoral, cultural, social, financial, or otherwise in building up the church, and connecting to 

the community. As we seek to take the next step of faith, we are stretching ourselves in our pro-active 

budget for 2015, which facilitates new ministry initiatives, may God bless our endeavours, for the glory of his 

Son, for the equipping of his saints, and for the extension of his kingdom. 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

Rev. Peter Greenwood 


